Internet Searching

Introduction

This course is intended for those users with a basic understanding of computers and web
browsing. The course will cover popular search engines including basic and advanced
searches, search syntax and web databases. After this session you will be able to:

First Hour Second Hour
e Browse a broad topic e Use a variety of search engines
e Search for a narrow topic e Copy and paste between apps
e Search the largest amount of the e Be familiar with popular Boolean
internet search expressions
e Search specific types of databases e Conduct advanced searches
Overview

These topics will provide you with the features necessary to begin searching the Internet
effectively.

Summary
This class will allow you to conduct focused searches on topics of interest. From here
you can refine you search skills.

Other Information
NetG is a computer based training website available to UF employees with a GatorLink
account. http://netg.ufl.edu.

%2 UNIVERSITY OF
Y FLORIDA

Randy A. Graff
Training Coordinator
Information Technology Center

Tel.: (352) 392-3900

Health Science Center Fax: (352) 392-0101
PO Box 100152 E-mail: rgraff@ufl.edu

Gainesville, FL 32610-0152 www.health.ufl.edu/itcenter/training



http://netg.ufl.edu/
mailto:rgraff@ufl.edu
http://www.health.ufl.edu/itcenter/training

L: The SouthEast Initiatives Regional Technology in Education Consortium (SEIR*TEC) promotes the use of technology to improve teaching and learning by providing technical assistance and authentic

professional development in the areas of curriculum and instruction, leadership for technology, policy, planning and evaluation, with emphasis on benefiting traditionally underserved populations, such as low income,
urban, rural, racial, and language minority populations. It is one of ten regional technology consortia funded by US Department of Education, and Office of Education Research and Improvement.

Do you want to...?

...Then try these tools!

Browse a broad topic?

Yahoo
www.yahoo.com/

Lycos
www.lycos.com/

About - The Human
Internet
WWW.miningco.com/

Search for a narrow
topic?

AltaVista
www.altavista.com/

All The Web
www.alltheweb.com/

Google
www.google.com/

Search largest amount
of Internet?
(meta-search engines)

Ask Jeeves
www.askjeeves.com/

Vivisimo
WWW.Vivisimo.com/

Ixquick
www.ixquick.com/

of databases?

www.switchboard.com/

wwWw.mapgquest.com/

Schrock's Guide Blue Web'n Education World
Browse educational topics and resources? school.discovery.com www.kn.pacbell.com/ _
/schrockguide/ wired/bluewebn/ www.education-world.com/
Search specific types Switchboard (people) MapQuest (places) Research-It!

www.itools.com/research-it/

Search for educational
materials and reviews?

Sunsations

www.itrc.ucf.edu/sunsations/

EvaluTech
www.evalutech.sreb.org/

FREE
www.ed.gov/free/

This product was developed by the Florida Instructional Technology Resource Center (ITRC) and may be downloaded from http://www.itrc.ucf.edu/iqr/
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AltaVista
(Simple Search)
www.altavista.com/

Google

www.google.com/

Vivisimo

WWW.Vivisimo.com/

IxQuick

www.ixquick.com/

Lycos

www.lycos.com/

All The Web

www.alltheweb.com/

+cats +pets

cats and pets

+cats + +cats +
And cats AND pets cats pets cats pets | cats +tpets cats +pets cats +pets
Customized Search Wss Adiyamesd
Or cats OR kittens cats OR kittens (Bl cats OR kittens Search (cats kittens)
(ANY Words)
+cats -wild . cats -wild cats -wild +cats -wild .
. + - . . + -
S cats NOT wild Cathpld cats NOT wild cats NOT wild Catils
Exact "pet care" "pet care" "pet care" "pet care" "pet care" "pet care"
phrase p p p p p p
Complex (cats OR kittens) Use Advanced Use Customized (cats OR kittens) Use Advanced Use Advanced Search
Searching NOT wild search Search NOT wild Search
Truncation/ cat*® %
Wild Card wom™*n N/A N/A cat N/A N/A
Proximity mary NEAR lamb N/A N/A mary NEAR "lamb" oy ML [einly N/A

(within 10 words)

(within 25 words)
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NOT
Combining search terms with the NOT operator narrows a search by excluding unwanted terms. To find
information on gambling but not the lottery use:

gambling NOT lottery
The diagram illustrates the search by retrieving documents including the keyword gambling (left circle) and
excluding documents with the term lottery (right circle). Retrieved documents are shown in the green shaded
area.
Boolean search terms may be combined in various ways to carefully refine searches. Examples:
oceans OR lakes AND pollution
nurses AND malpractice NOT doctors
children NOT infants AND psychology

Most databases and search engines support complex Boolean searches. If you have a complex search using more
than one operator, you can nest your search terms. Search terms and operators included in parentheses will be
searched for first, then terms and operators outside the parentheses. A search for:

(ADD OR attention deficit disorder) AND college students

will search for documents containing either the acronym ADD or the phrase attention deficit disorder, then
narrow the search results only to those documents which also contain the words college students.

Variations on the basic Boolean operators are also supported by many library databases and Internet search
engines. Known as proximity operators, these include ADJACENT, WITH, NEAR, and FOLLOWED BY.
ADJACENT and WITH require that the words appear next to each other, NEAR requires that the search terms
appear in close proximity and FOLLOWED BY requires that one term follow another.

Pay attention to phrases in search strings. If you are looking for information on the capital gains tax, you need to
enter that part of your search string as a phrase. Otherwise you will retrieve irrelevant documents which contain
all of the keywords, in any order, anywhere in the document. Most search engines and databases support phrase
searches. Internet search engines usually require quotation marks to indicate phrases: "capital gains tax". The
FirstSearch databases use the proximity operator w (with) to paste phrases together: capital w gains w tax.
Another useful search parameter which may be used with some search engines and databases is truncation.
Truncation allows the searcher to insert a truncation symbol, usually an * or ? For example, the search term teen*
will locate the terms teens, teenagers, and teenaged. Some search engines automatically truncate your search
terms to find plural, -ing, or -ed endings. FirstSearch requires a + as a wildcard at the end of a word to find simple
plural forms: -s or -es, but does not support truncation in the middle of a word.

This guide was created by Denise English, Director of Library Services.
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